
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

December 28, 2025 
Chapel Service: 8:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary Service: 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 
St. John’s  

United Church of Christ 

285 W. National Drive 

Newark OH  

43055-5298 
Main: 740-323-2407 

Church Website                

www.stjohnsnewark.org 

Our Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Dr. Stephen Swisher 

stjohns.pastorstephen@gmail.com  

Cell: 214-549-7835 

Office:740-323-2854 
 

Office Administrator 

Anita Chirdon 

Office Assistant 

Kim Workman 

stjohnsunited@windstream.net 
 
 

Organist & Choir Dir. 

Todd Baldosser 

scarlatti35@hotmail.com  
 

Christian Education Director 

Julie Kroah 

stjohnsucc.ce@windstream.net 
 

Sexton  

Mike Dooley 

Mikedooley537@gmail.com 
 

Chapel Pianist 

Jane Shoemaker 
 

Children’s Bell Choir 

Colleen Kroah 
  

Adult Bell Choir 

Jerry Goodman 
 

Signer 

Debi Snow 

Librarian 

Catherine Lim 
 

    Prayer List  

     Rebecca Swartz 
rebecasmail@aol.com & 

stjohnsunited@windstream.net 
Rooted in the Evangelical 

and Reformed Traditions 

We are Sowing Seeds of Hope 

 in a Time of Chaos 

So We May All Be One 
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December 28, 2025                      Chapel Service                                        8:00 am  
                                Sanctuary Service                                    10:30 am 
 

Announcements & Greetings 
 

Prelude (8:00 a.m.)     “Welcome to Our World”  arr. by Bober     Jane Shoemaker 
 

Prelude (10:30 a.m.)                    Todd Baldosser     

                           “Twas in the Moon of the Wintertime”  Traditional                     
  

*Opening Hymn            “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                            No. 144   

                (8:00 a.m. Verses 1 & 4) 

1)  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

  Above they deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by. 

  Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

  the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight 
 

2)  For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above 

  while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

  O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth. 

  Your voices raise to God in praise; and peace to all on earth. 
 

4)  O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

  cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today. 

  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

  O come to us, abide with us, our God, Emmanuel. 
 

*Call to Worship                  Jeff Conner 

Leader: We have waited, watched and witnessed the coming of the Christ child 

All:  As we gather now on the other side of Christmas we are tempted to 

  ask What now? 

Leader: In this Season we remember that although Christ has been reborn and  

  has come among us 

All:  The Good News is still unheard in places near and far 

Leader: In worship today God is binding our hearts together in love 

All:  Empowering us to live as His family 

Leader: Encouraging us to share His message 

All:  We are the light of Christ, may we shine His love to all 

 

 

 

*Please stand if you are able 
 



*Prayer of Invocation   

All:  Dear God, we have seen the angels, heard the shepherds and   

  followed the star to Your manger. Now we arise and travel on to  

  the next chapter with the story of Your birth firmly entrenched in  

  our hearts - animating our thoughts, directing our plans, inspiring 

  our actions.   On this last  Sunday of 2025, we are mindful of the  

  grace and love You have brought into our lives these last twelve  

  months, and we look with anticipation to the year ahead.  If for no 

  other reason than, we know You will be walking with us.  We  

  commit this New Year to You as we pray the words of faith and  

  trust You taught… 

*The Lord’s Prayer – Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power and the glory forever.   Amen. 
 
 

*Gloria Patri                                          No. 35 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

*Affirmation of Faith            The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional Version)  
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the universal Christian church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Prayer Response              “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”                            No. 306 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord, 

incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace.  Amen. 
 

 



 

Special Music (8:00 a.m.)                  Jane Shoemaker 

                             “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”     arr. by Thygerson   
      

Special Music (10:30 a.m.)     “Fantaisie-Impromptu”  F. Chopin     Catherine Lim  

    to honor the wedding anniversaries of 

Tom and Phyllis Lawyer and Bill and Nancy McInturf 
 

Scripture Reading      2 Corinthians 5: 17 
 

Scripture Reading               Isiah 43: 18-19 
 

Sermon “Some Things We Are Glad to Be Rid Of”     Rev. Dr. Stephen Swisher    

  

Hymn   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”   (8:00 a.m. Verses 1 & 4) No. 153  

1) It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

 from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; 

 “Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious King.” 

 The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 

2) Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, 

 and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 

 above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 

 and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 

4) For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, 

 when with the ever circling years shall come the time foretold; 

 when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

 and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 
 

Invitation for Faithful Giving   
 

Offertory (10:30 a.m.)      “He Is Born the Holy Child”  Bober       Todd Baldosser 
                 

*Doxology                                                                                              No. 46 

    Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

    Praise him, all creatures here below;  

    Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts:    

    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

 

 

 



*Prayer of Thanksgiving over the Offering 

All:  Steadfast God of refuge and promise, even when the world makes  

  no room, even when fear seems stronger than hope, you are with  

  us.  Receive these gifts as signs of our willingness to make room for 

  You and Your Kingdom among us.  Use what we bring, all of it our 

  treasure, our time, our voices, our compassion to heal what is  

  broken, to protect the vulnerable and to embody Your saving love  

  as people of the Light, In Jesus’ Name.  Amen 

 

*Closing Hymn               “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”                         No. 150 

                (8:00 a.m. Verses 1 & 3) 

1) Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;  

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  

 Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;  

 with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
 

Refrain Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

2) Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!  

 Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity,  

 pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
 

Refrain 
 

3) Hail the heavenborn Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  

 Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings, 

 mild he lays his glory by,  born that we no more may die,  

 born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  

Refrain 
 

*Benediction              
 

*Please join us in the singing of the Congregational Benediction 
 

Go Now In Peace/Never be afraid/God will go with you/Each hour of ev’ry 

Day/Go now in Faith/Steadfast, strong and true/Know He will guide you in              

all you do. Go now in Love/And show you believe/Reach out to others/So         

all the world can see/God will be there/Watching from above/Go now in    

Peace/In Faith and in Love.    Amen/Amen/Amen.                       CCL#2548454  

 

Postlude (8:00 a.m.)          “Go Tell It”     arr. by Hampton            Jane Shoemaker  
 

Postlude (10:30 a.m.)          “At the Name of Jesus”  Monk            Todd Baldosser 



 
    

Pastor Steve’s Quote of the Week  

 “Year’s end is neither an ending nor a beginning.   

But a going on with all the wisdom that experience can instill in us.” 

Hal Borland 

Journalist  

1900-1978 
 

Dr. Swisher’s message next week: 

January 4, 2026 

New Things Are Possible 

Isiah 42: 1-9 

 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To our members, dear friends and visitors:  

You are an important part of the worship and ministry that goes on here and we 

are thankful for your presence. Please sign the attendance pads on the tables. 

Thank you! 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      2026 Offering Envelopes  

 Assigned envelopes are in the Fellowship Room. Please do not 

 use in 2025 since your number may be different and credit is 

 given on the giving date not the envelope date.  If your 

 envelopes are not there or if you would like assigned envelopes, 

 please contact Anita or Kim in the office. Thank you!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
    
 

   Our little food pantry needs your help. 

 This is an ongoing mission project to assist our needy Neighbors. 

Our little food pantry is replenished every day with the items 

collected every Sunday. There are collection boxes near each 

entrance to the Church where you can place donated food items for 

this important ministry.  Thanks for your support! 
 

 

 

Inclement Weather – Stay Informed for Church Cancellations 

& Other Important Information 

It’s that time of year when the weather can cause road conditions to be dangerous. 

Our church policy is to close the church if the Newark area or Licking County is 

under a level 2 weather advisory. Please add your name and phone number to our 

ONE CALL NOW list to get important information and updates from St. John’s 

by a phone message if you are not already on this list. Then put this in the offering 

plate or notify the office.  Thank you! 

New Addition: Name                             Phone #  
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The Youth BIBLE DISCOVERY ZONE Class 

     Beginning Sunday, January 4, The Youth Class will begin a new study of 

"Mayberry Bible Study".  We'll watch an episode of the old Mayberry TV series and 

then follow a scripture passage that goes with the episode and study how life is 

impacted by scripture. 

     The Youth Class meets during the BIBLE DISCOVERY ZONE hour (9:00 to 

10:00 a.m.) every Sunday morning.  Any Youth 7th grade and above is invited to join 

us in the Youth Class Room next to the offices. 



 

 
Afternoon Circle - 
     would like to thank our church family for the donations of 25 hats, 51 
pairs of gloves and 65 pairs of socks for the children at Ben Franklin 
Elementary School.  When items get lost, teachers can quickly replace them 
from our supply to keep little hands and feet warm and cozy this 
winter.  Thank you for your generosity. 
      Regular Circle meetings do not happen during January and 
February.  But we do like to get together when we can.  On our regular 
meeting date, January 7, we will meet for lunch at the Longhorn Restaurant 
in Heath near Walmart at 12 Noon.  In the event of bad weather, the get-
together will be cancelled. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Finances for the Month and Year to Date 
General Fund Income                           November       Year to Date      

Congregation giving (Faith Promise)     10,096.92      80,833.98 

Income from Foundation Fund          10,500.00     115,000.00 

Income from Emerson Miller Fund                   3,758.33      41,341.63 

Total Month & YTD Income                           25,068.36     254,330.34    
    

General Fund Expenses                    $23,926.70     $268,326.48 

Over/Under Month & YTD             $ 1,141.66       (13,995.94)     (  ) = Negative    
 

 

 



    General Prayers: Bill Carr, Charlie        

     Bruah, Rev. Dr. Winfield Strout, Rev. 

Gunnar Cerda & Brian Lensink  

Homebound and Nursing Facility Residents: 
Bonita Farmer, Patricia Gilbert, Paula Hatfield, 

Rosalie Johnson, Faith Kelly, Delores and Harold 

McDonald, Esther Gillham, Helen McGaughy, Mary 

Lou Hostetler, Molly Sheets, Debi Snow, and Lois 

Meyers 

  Additional prayer requests on Bea’s 

  Blessings:  

- Carly (Teresa McCoy’s daughter)  

- Calvin Campbell – Home from the hospital, will 

have a long recovery 

- Christina (Carolyn Igo’s daughter) –  

                        Cancer diagnosis 

- Mr. Ron Baker (Chuck Chirdon’s father  

        under Hospice Care) 

 Mrs. Barbara Swisher  

We Appreciate Those Serving Today!    

Liturgist: 

 Jeff Conner 

Cantor: 

   10:30 a.m. Charles Dudley 

Ushers:  

 Frank Davis, Terry Gano,  

 Barry Dooley, Gary Kinser 

Cradle Roll: 
 Volunteer/Avery Nagel 

Media Worship Team:   

Sound & Video: 

     10:30 am:  Ken Kroah/Julie Kroah  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

          

              Sunday: December 28, 2025  

   First Sunday after 

Christmas 
              8:00 am Chapel Service  

            10:30 am  Sanctuary Service 

            10:30 am Cradle Roll available  

              6:00 pm Youth & Church Family 

 Bowling    

        Thursday:  New Year’s Day 
   Office Closed 

              Sunday: January 4, 2026  

   Second Sunday after 

Christmas 

              8:00 am Chapel Service 

              9:00 am All BDZ Classes                       
            10:30 am  Sanctuary Service  

            10:30 am Bible Discovery Zone - 

    Children’s Elementary Class  

             11:30am  Mission Trip Planning 

Meeting             

              

  

 

 

 

 

  Attendance Report for Sunday, December 21, 2025 

              8:00 am - 15     10:30 am – 54 

Sunday, December 21 Live Stream Views – 258 

Live streaming is now available on Facebook. If you 

missed the Live stream, you can watch a replay 

anytime on our YouTube or Facebook pages. Links for 

both of these sites can be found on our church website 

at www.stjohnsnewark.org   

 

 

 

 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Friday: 9am -

12pm. Please call the office 740-323-2407 and leave a 

message to make any additional appointments or 

call/text Anita at 740-973-8218.  Thank you! 

Thank you for your continued  

support!  In addition to your  

giving in person, by drop off, 

by mail, or by clicking on the  

donate button on the website,  

you can also scan this QR Code.   

We continue to find new ways to  

connect with our members and our  

community that are convenient, secure, helpful, and 

relevant to the ways in which some people prefer to 

donate.  We thank God for our ability to offer these 

methods for those who may choose to use them. 

http://www.stjohnsnewark.org/

